GOVERNMENT AND PARLIAMENT

Cromwell said that when he forcibly dissolved the Long Parliament
'not a dog barked'. Government can be carried on quite successfully
without a Parliament. It is indeed a dilatory and inefficient talking
machine. Yet speed and efficiency are not the only requirements of
government. Justice is the supreme political virtue. Nor is ability to
act first and think afterwards, if at all, a quality which commends itself.
The British governmental machine is, in spite of its many defects, one
of the most efficient, if not the most efficient, constitutional structures
of the world. It is reasonably efficient because it can be criticised. It is
reasonably just because its actions are proclaimed to the people by those
who have no cause to praise it. It is, in short, a good system because
it rests upon Parliament and, through Parliament, upon the willing
consent of those who are governed. The dogs bark in Parliament; if
there were no Parliament, they might bite.
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